administered with the β-glucan (2 mg/ml, 0.2 ml/mouse) through a syringe fitted with a ball-type feeding needle. Subsequently, the mice were orally administered with corn oil containing 14 C-labeled cholesterol. After 2 hrs, these mice were sacrificed, and small intestine was isolated from the mice. The isolated small intestine was washed with PBS and sliced into the 2 cm pieces. The sliced small intestines were dissolved using 1 ml of Soluene-350 (Perkin elmer) and added 5 ml of liquid scintillation cocktail (AQUASOL-2;
Perkin elmer). The absorption of radiolabeled cholesterol was measured using a liquid scintillation counter. Control group mice were administered with β-glucan-removed 
